
• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Therapist 
• The Giver of Bling 
• The National Patriot 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Mr. Darby teaches freshmen English at the local college. Even though it’s almost always off topic, he finds a way 
to take a subtle jab at Christianity in almost every class. It’s clear he thinks the Bible is filled with 
unsubstantiated myths. One day, a student asks him, “What about Jesus? Was he real? Is he a myth?” 
 
Mr. Darby replies, “There probably was a guy named Jesus who inspired the Christian religion. I don’t doubt 
that he was a good teacher who taught people good things. However, that’s all he was. I don’t read the Bible 
literally. The stories about Jesus’ miracles are just silly. Those miracles defy the laws of science and nature.”  
 
One student asks, “If you don’t read the Bible literally, how do you read it?”  
 
Mr. Darby responds, “I’m not some wingnut fundamentalist! I read the Bible exactly like every other book filled 
with stories. I ignore the silly stuff and I focus on the things that are helpful. Now, let us move on to chapter 4.”  
  
1. Have you ever met anyone like Mr. Darby? 
 

a. What things in the Bible would he label as “silly”? 
 
 
 

b.  What things would he consider helpful? 
 
 
 
2. When someone says they don’t read the Bible literally, what are they usually trying to say? 
 
 
 
A Brief Timeline of the Enlightenment and Modern Triumphalism  
 

A. Christian scientists and doctors are convinced that there is a ______________ God who created the 
universe. They examine the universe to learn more about it and God.  

 
B. They find a great deal of __________________ explanations for things that were previously thought to 

be solely __________________.  
 

C. Eventually, many people come to think that there must be a __________________ explanation for 
everything. They scoff at anything that can’t be examined in a beaker or Bunsen burner. Ironically, 
these people are usually not very good scientists! 

 
 
 



 
 

1.	“Miracles	don’t	exist.”	

2.	“What	about	the	miracles	
recorded	by	multiple	

eyewitness	in	the	Bible?”	

4.	“How	do	you	
know	that?”	

“Jesus	the	Good	Teacher	has	lots	of	good	
things	to	say	about	morals	and	loving	
your	neighbor.	But	if	Jesus	is	not	divine,	
there	is	no	forgiveness	of	sins.	Even	
worse,	he	is	a	liar	and	a	charlatan.		

	
By	disregarding	all	the	parts	of	the	Bible	
he	doesn’t	like,	Mr.	Darby	is	essentially	

turning	himself	into	God.”	
 

3. In this view of God and Christ, what is being elevated above God and his Word? 
 
 

a. This is referred to as the ______________ use, in which reason stands above God’s Word as a judge. 
 
 

b. Lutherans subscribe to a ______________ use, in which allows reason to be shaped by God’s Word. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 
4. Jesus had people question him all the time! Read John 10:30-33. 
 

30	“I	and	the	Father	are	one.”	
31	Again	his	Jewish	opponents	picked	up	stones	to	stone	him,	32	but	Jesus	said	to	them,	“I	have	shown	
you	many	good	works	from	the	Father.	For	which	of	these	do	you	stone	me?”	
33	“We	are	not	stoning	you	for	any	good	work,”	they	replied,	“but	for	blasphemy,	because	you,	a	mere	
man,	claim	to	be	God.”	
 
On the basis of passages like this one, many Christians (like CS Lewis) have claimed that Jesus can’t be 
just a good teacher. He must be a liar, a lunatic, a legend, or the Lord Almighty! How do you think Mr. 
Darby would respond? 

 
 
5. Jesus consistently claimed to be more than a good teacher. What else did he say? 

 
a. John 8:56-59 

 
b. Matthew 9:1-8 (note v. 6) 

 
c. Matthew 17:22-23 

 
d. John 20:30-31 (not Jesus speaking) 

 
 

3.	“Those	can’t	be	true.	We	
all	know	miracles	don’t	

exist.”	



 
 

6. More than anything else, the key to understanding the real Jesus is the miracle of the incarnation. Jesus, the 
Son of God, put on human flesh and dwelled among us. This is a one-of-a-kind event. But does something 
need to happen more than once for it to be possible?  

 
Agree/Disagree: If you understand the incarnation, it is easy to believe all the other miracles in the 
Bible.  

 

 
 
RESPONDING 
 
7. Evaluate the following questions you could pose to someone like Mr. Darby. 

How do you think Mr. Darby would respond to each? 
 

How	do	you	decide	what	parts	of	the	Bible	you	take	literally	and	what	
parts	you	don’t?	How	do	you	know	you’re	right?	
	

What truths are you really “getting at” with a question like this? 
	
	

  
I’m	just	curious	–	what	sort	of	evidence	would	it	take	to	convince	you	
that	the	miracles	of	Jesus	really	did	happen?		

 
As with every conversation like this one, what must we keep in mind about the relationship 
between faith and things like evidence? 
 
 
 
Where in the Bible could we take Mr. Darby to give him evidence of Jesus’ miracles being real? 

 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer – I Love to Tell the Story CW 746 v. 1 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,  
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story because I know it’s true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 
I love to tell the story;  
‘twill be my theme in glory 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 
 
 
 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	


